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An understanding of the science of conservation
ecology is now widely acknowledged to be essen-
tial for the planning and development of activities,
which may change or modify our natural environ-
ment. However, despite much research and public-
ity, there is still a considerable gap between theory
and practice. Today it is especially important to
bridge this gap by interpreting and simplifying the
results of ecological research so that they become
more understandable and relevant to a wider range
of people working on the many aspects of nature
protection.

This volume is the first in the series entitled
Conservation ecology series: Principles, practices

144

‘and management, now being published by Elsevier.
The eleven chapters cover a wide range of environ-
mental disciplines and the principles discussed here
are widely applicable in many parts of the world,
including temperate regions. The book is largely a
result of a research programme at the Swedish En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

For an entomologist, the especially relevant
parts are those on metapopulation dynamics, dis-
persal, species changes in forested and open wet-
land complexes and animal communities, all of
which deal with insects. A lot of attention is de-
voted to insect flight and migration, both at the in-
dividual and population levels and to the role of
migration in the population dynamics of insects.

Although the book may be rather difficult to un-
derstand for nature conservationists like land man-
agers, agriculturists or foresters, it is a good read
for the more theoretically oriented person in this
field.
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