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Roger L. H. Dennis is a well-known author of several excellent
books on butterfly ecology. For this reason, I was very excited
to see that he had published another book and immediately re-
quested a copy to review.

The book consists of four sections, each with 7-10 chapters,
almost all of which include numerous subchapters. The first sec-
tion, “Language and concepts of systems theory”, is the most
technical part, applicable to all organisms, not just butterflies. It
explains the rationale of the book, the meaning of “biology sys-
tems” and why it is important to understand the factors, limits and
links between the components. The second section, “Perspective
on butterfly biology”, deals with a very wide spectrum of butter-
fly taxonomy, history and ecology. The author shows that proper
understanding of the term “habitat” is very important as our view
is not the same as that of the butterflies. Another problem is that
many phenomena observed today originated deep in the past
under different conditions, with different predators etc. Thus, it
may be inappropriate to try to explain such phenomena solely on
the basis of currently existing factors. The third part, “Butterfly
life history...” deals with factors affecting life, development and
survival of butterfly life stages, not only caterpillars, but also eggs
and chrysalids. The fourth part, “Butterfly behaviour — interactive
adjustments...” takes on a similar task, but in what affects mature
butterflies. All parts are summed in short but essential Epilogues,
which not only show what is known, but also what is unknown

Final formatted article © Institute of Entomology, Biology Centre, Czech Academy of Sciences, Ceské Bud&jovice.
An Open Access article distributed under the Creative Commons (CC-BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF ENTOMOLOGY

Eur. J. Entomol. 118: 63, 2021
doi: 10.14411/eje.2021.008

BOOK REVIEW

and where to target further studies; I especially like the expres-
sion that “for every complex problem there is an answer that is
clear, simple and wrong”. In addition, this book is richly illus-
trated by a huge number of pictures and diagrams.

As the chapters and subchapters are very short, usually only
few pages long, I expected an easy and fast read of the whole
book. However, I could not have been more wrong! Every para-
graph in the book is a thorough review of a particular problem,
the diagrams look like butterfly biology transformed into cyber-
netics with all its algorithms. Thus, it took me approximately four
months to read this book. I had to take many breaks to think about
each of the phenomena, trying to understand each of the inputs,
outputs and limitations of knowledge.

For sure, the book is a must for anybody who wants to study
butterfly (and not only) biology and ecology seriously. I believe
that it also represents a source of inspiration for people studying
different organisms.

However, I think that not only researchers, but also journal
editors and especially authorities providing research financing
should read this book. Reading between lines the author regards
it as very important to repeat studies, but with a larger number of
different species, sometimes to reanalyse old data using modern
methods and not to reinvent the same thing again and again. This
contrasts with modern trends in which only short term studies are
usually supported, only papers with positive findings and with
“breaking news” are published and many results are overempha-
sized and/or neglect the fact that the results are trivial as they
were reported some time ago.
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