
372

Final formatted article © Institute of Entomology, Biology Centre, Czech Academy of Sciences, České Budějovice.
An Open Access article distributed under the Creative Commons (CC-BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF ENTOMOLOGYEUROPEAN JOURNAL OF ENTOMOLOGY
ISSN (online): 1802-8829
http://www.eje.cz

in the Introduction, which makes for interesting reading even 
for non-specialists. The text touches upon many problems that 
plague contemporary workers on animal taxonomy, including er-
rors in primary literature that are propagated in later works, the 
existence of poor-quality taxonomic work that brings more prob-
lems than it resolves and the relevance of internet sources. 

The catalogue introduces a number of new nomenclatorial and 
taxonomic acts, which are listed in the Introduction. An interested 
reader can thus quickly gain an overview of all the changes in-
cluded in this catalogue. It is perhaps a pity that the two major 
changes, the elevation of Protelmini to the status of a separate 
family and the synonymization of the genus Normandia with Rio-
lus, were only very briefl y justifi ed. Hopefully there will be more 
detailed papers on these changes in the near future.

As customary in this series, the catalogue of Elmidae and Prot-
elmidae has been put together with fl awless precision. It is also 
commendable that the Catalogue is available both in print and as 
an e-book. As I have already mentioned in the review of the fourth 
volume of this series more than 10 years ago, it is a pity that such 
World Catalogues cannot be accompanied by a fully electronic 
version of the underlying database, which would provide a con-
tinuously updated body of information. This would be highly de-
sirable as the new world catalogue of Elmidae and Protelmidae 
will now undoubtedly provide a frequently used baseline refer-
ence for taxonomists, environmentalists and conservationists.
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“World Catalogue of Insects” could have been more appro-
priately named the “World Catalogue of Water Beetles” in the 
early years after its launch in 1998, as four of the fi rst seven vol-
umes dealt with water beetles. Three major, speciose lineages of 
water beetles were catalogued by 2005. The international team of 
authors lead by Manfred Jäch from the Vienna Natural History 
Museum have now added one of the three remaining large water 
beetle families, the Elmidae. 

The fi rst and only published world catalogue on the Elmidae 
appeared more than 100 years ago and contained less than 300 
species (Zaitzev, 1910). This work sorely needed to be updated. 
Although several main biogeographical regions were covered in 
the past 35 years, the faunas of Africa, Asia and Australia were 
never formally catalogued. This hampered further research on the 
family, which lives almost exclusively in running water and could 
be used as a valuable biondicator of changes in the environment.

Following the established structure of this series, this volume 
begins with a substantial introduction followed by the catalogue, 
references and a detailed index. The catalogue covers 151 ex-
tant genera and 1501 extant species described before 1 January 
2015 and as well as the few described fossil species it lists taxa 
removed from the Elmidae, unavailable names (nomina nuda, 
infrasubspecifi c names, and names used in theses but otherwise 
not formally published) and provides comments on intentionally 
excluded taxa.

The authors have put tremendous effort into resolving all the 
nomenclatorial problems that have accumulated in the taxonomy 
of the Elmidae over the years. They refl ect on their experience 
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